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The following JVqrk^ by the same Author^ will 
shortly be published: — 

THE PRESENT CRISIS AND PROSPECTS 

OF 

THE CHURCH OF GOD, 

VIEWED 

COMPREHENSIVELY IN THE LIGHT OP SCRIPTUBE, 
AND OF THE 

Extraordinary Course of Events^ during many recent 
years ^ both in the Political and the Ecclesiastical Worlds » 



This work aims to present a clear — scriptural, and most practical view of 
the actual state and glorious prospects of the Church of God ; so as, on 
the one hand, to encourage the true Christian, and, on the other, 
to arouse all his energies to holy, vigorous, and prayerful exertion. 

The chief causes of the confusion and perplexity which have retently 
so widely prevailed in relation to ihe future of the Church, will be 
distinctly explained ; and the several Scripture clues pointed out, by 
which the prayerful Christian may at once test every prophetic theory 
by "the Law and the Testimony" — earnestly receiving that which is 
truth, however much it may have been mixed up with what is merely 
imaginary. 

Wliile seeking to avoid the unscriptural extremes too often exhibited 
in the recent different and widely-opposing aspects of prophetic expo- 
sition — the author has endeavoured to set forth the following deeply 
interesting subjects, as they are revealed : — ^The Universal Awak- 
ening IN the Christian World— The Glorious Union of 
the Church of God Universally— Her Mighty Evangelistic 
Efforts over the whole World— The Conversion and Resto- 
ration OF the Jews— The Successive Fulfilment of Great 
Consummating Events. 
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THE PRESENT CRISIS 

OF 

THE CHURCH OF GOD. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE CHURCH OF GOD ASLEEP. 



'^When the enemy shall come in like a flood.'* — ^Isa. Hz. 19. 



It appears to be admitted on all hands, that the people 
of God — speaking of them generally — are slumber- 
ing and sleeping. The exceptions are so few, that 
in Scripture language — they are '' men wondered 
at." But if the people of God are thus mournfully 
slumbering, His enemies are all awake and intensely 
active. They are diligently preparing for a great 
decisive conflict. The prolonged trumpet notes among 

them — summoning hosts to the battle-field, may ever 

* 
and anon be distinctly heard. The ceaseless efforts 

made by their vigilant emissaries — moving stealthily 



2 THE SPIRITUAL INVASIOK. 

about US, and over the country— diligently sowing their 
deadly seeds among nominal Christians and the 
ignorant population, appear to be attended with 
most alarming success. And no wonder; for the 
Church still sleeps on — while the warning language 
of our Lord is only thus receiving its awful ac- 
complishment — that *' while men slept, his enemy 
came and sowed tares among the wheat.'^ The 
result appears all round us. For not only has the 
blade sprung up — ^but the first almost ripe harvest of 
this fetal activity — carried on silently for a long time in 
the midst of spiritual darkness — ^is becoming distinctly 
visible to the astonishment of all ! 

The evil has come on the country with some 
degree of the dread surprise and perplexity which 
would be produced by the most unexpected invasion 
of a powerful enemy—- one who, it was discovered, 
had long laid his plan of attack beforehand — and who 
knew, for his encouragement — that there were many 
deadly traitors in our camp, ready to join him when 
he should arrive. Every hasty expedient to repel the 
invader is being feverishly canvassed — summarily dis- 
missed, or prematurely adopted ; but for want of 

LEADERS — of UNITY-— of HEART — of TIMELY PRECON- 
CERTED ACTION — all in vain. It is as if our army, 
in such an emergency, had become utterly apathetic, 
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thoroughly divided — the regiments only engaged in 
contending with each other in jealous rivalry. 

Such is manifestly the present most alarming state 
of the Church of God. And surely apathy^ at such a 
momentous time, is doubly displeasing to God — for 
it is only betraying the cause of Christ into the hand 
of the Romish adversary — ^and might well draw down 
upon our heads the ancient malediction from the angel 
of the Lord, '' Curse ye Meroz, curse ye bitterly 
the inhabitants thereof — because they came not to the 
help of the Lord — to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty." 

But the too general insensibility in the Church of 
God in regard to this and every other recent great 
spiritual danger to the cause of vital truth and true 
godliness, is but the effect or wider development of a 
long existing cause. It is only a new symptom of a 
deep universal malady — which has long been pro- 
gressively wasting the strength and consuming the 
very vitals of the Church of God ; and, happy 
shall it be — if this new manifestation of a disease 
too long concealed by artificial excitements, shall 
in some degree be the means, under God, of leading to 
the general discovery of the great originating cause of 
these alarming symptoms— of an evil whose fearful con- 
sequences hitherto — it will take eternity to deplore. 
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We have come not only to a great universal 
political crisis — ^but also, and no less, to a great, 
the greatest crisis in the spiritual world. Every- 
where we perceive a spring tide of Romanism, 

INFIDELITY OPEN, UNBLUSHING WICKEDNESS Setting 

in on the world — which bids fair to sweep before 
its almost resistless progress every half-hearted pro- 
fessing Christian — every one who does not decidedly 
and at once enter the life-boat of the gospel, and 
manfully pull against the flood. 

It appears to be generally admitted that we are 
on the eve of a great moral conflict — not between sect 
and sect — party and party — ^but between the kingdom 
of Christ and the kingdom of Satan — ^between truth 
and error — flight and darkness — ^between cold-hearted 
formalism — mere artistic^ ceremonial religion — and the 

LIGHT AND WARMTH OF THE LOVE OF GoD. A 

cloud of witnesses look on from above to m^rk the 
eternal issues of the great contest — to help the soldiers 
of Christ, where help is truly and fervently sought 
from the Lord, and to give them a final victory. 

What, therefore, is wanted, is not beautiful in- 
tellectual theories and sentimental admissions; not 
merely profound — eloquent — ^well-reasoned out theo- 
logical lectures; not the propping up the outward 
2nd tottering walls of any one sect or party — eagerly 
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contending for peculiar rites or any one form of 
Church government; but a large-hearted decision 
for Christ — for eminent spiritual life — and for the 
salvation of perishing sinners, both at home and 
abroad — ^inspired by the love and Spirit of God. It is 
a catholic, sincere, warm-hearted embrace of the 
people of God of every name. It is coming feirly 
out on the Lord's side — prepared to make any sacrifice 
for our vital principles. Let this be done — let one 
great object fire our souls, as it fired the soul of a 
Knox — of a Brainerd— of a Whitefield, and of multi- 
tudes of eviery name in the brightest ages of the 
Church of God; and who can tell the glorious 
result ? We should " overcome by the blood of the 
Lamb," and God would have all the glory. 

But how absolutely unfit is the Church of God at 
present to enter this last, great battle-field ! How 
divided — disorganized — distracted — ^weakened — sinfiil! 
How can the Captain of our salvation put Himself 
at the head of His army on earth — gird His sword upon 
His thigh — and lead them forth to victory — ^while they 
are in such a diseased — apathetic state ? 

Meanwhile, the enemy of God and man, per- 
ceiving too clearly the real state of things in the 
Lord's camp — is now hastening^ with all possible 
speed, to take possession of the vineyard — to win the 
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prize of the world — ere the Church shall wake from 
her delusive dreams. Anticipating, as he now does, the 
very near approach of his final expulsion — first from 
the Church, and afterwards from every part of the 
world — he is stirring up his allies on earth to offer a 
united— consentaneous resistance to the kingdom of 
Christ — and to quench, were it possible, by super- 
stitious observances on the one hand and scepticism 
on the other — the very embers of vital religion. 

Now, what will enable the Christian Church to 
confront all this array of darkness, and overcome the 
foes of her faith ? Shall we call upon her to buckle 
on her armour at once, and despite a long accu- 
mulation of unforgiven sin upon her head — separating 
between her and her God — to march against the 
enemy ? Nothing, indeed, could be more desired by 
her malignant adversaries — for it would give theni 
every possible advantage, and not only ensure the 
defeat of the people of God — but make them, in their 
discomfiture, a laughing stock to the world. 

No — she can literally do nothing decisively to over- 
come an enemy so numerous, and fully equipped — so 
inured, as the Powers of Darkness are, for ages on 
ages, to victory and long-continued triumph — till she 
is perfectly reconciled to her God and to her great 
Leader — //// her guilt is thoroughly washed away in 
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His atoning blood. Never can she do this — //// her 
ranks are marvellously remodelled and recruited with 
a new order of soldiery — not men of mere talent, and 
learning, and glittering uniform — but men of holy 
energy and action ; men of prayer and of power with 
God ; men full of faith and of the Holy Ghost ; men 
whose hearts have been delivered from the love of 
self — from the love of power and distinction amongst 
their fellows — from man-worship— and from this evil 
world J in whom one great object fires every heart, 
even the glory of Christ and the salvation of immortal 
souls. 

And what will inspire this holy decision, and carry 
such soldiers of Christ forward to victory ? Nothing 
but what constrained the apostles, and Christians 
generally, of the first and second centuries, and enabled 
them to overcome the Roman world in the very midst 
of suffering — persecution, and death; nothing, but 
what strengthened the Martyrs, Reformers, Revi- 
valists — a "WyclifFe, a Tauler, a Luther, a Wesley, 
a Wilberforce — even a powerful realization of the love 
of God in Christ yesus to themselves individually^ and 
to all. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE GREAT INQJJIRY. 



" Are these my doings ? saith the Lord.** 



Standing, as we now do, on the elevation of the 
last times, and having the magnificent — though deeply- 
aflFecting panorama of the world's chequered history 
before us — ^who can look down the vista of past ages, 
and mark the history of the Church of God, from the 
earliest period to the present hour, without being 
deeply impressed with the awful retrospect ? Thrice^ 
may it be said, in parabolic language, has the precious 
vineyard of God been 'Met out to husbandmen." 
First, in the Jewish economy. Secondly, in the first 
and succeeding ages of the Christian dispensation— 
(when it was taken from the Jewish murderers, and 
given to Gentile Christians). And thirdly, in the sub- 
sequent period of the Reformation, when it was finally 
given to the charge of the Protestant Reformers. 
But, alas ! the continuous history of each of those 
three epochs, as a whole, only serves to illustrate 
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(doubtless with glorious intervening exceptions) the 
utter instability of unsanctified human nature, and the 
faithlessness of man when left to himself 3 even under 
the richest advantages, and amid the treasures of ac- 
cumulated experience. 

Had the Church of Christ continued steadily to 
advance in her reforming progress, after the com- 
mencement of her third probationary course — had she 
continued to hold fast those simple and yet infinitely 
sublime truths — the unbounded love of God — the infi- 
nite gift of eternal life in Christ Jesus to the world — and 
the perfect freeness of divine grace through faith in the 
Redeemer — ^with their consequent privileges and holy 
responsibilities — ^by which, as keys of heaven, the il- 
lustrious Reformers unlocked these immortal treasures 
to every creature ; had she ever remembered the essen- 
tial relation between eminent personal piety — and ex- 
tensive usefulness in the world— and along with this, 
her special responsibility, collectively and individually 
(as fsir as possible) for the salvation of perishing 
men; — who can doubt — ^who is experimentally ac- 
quainted with her high relationships and eternal 
resources through the gospel — that she would long 
ere now have regained that lofty and commanding 
position, on which she was at first placed by Christ 
and His apostles ? 



JO CEASE YE FROM MAK. 

But it is too obvious to require proof — that there 
has never been, as a virhole, even an approximation, 
during that interval, to such a blessed elevation. So 
far is this from having been the case — her history has 
been only one continued scene of fluctuation— dark 
and bright; — now coming in some degree, at least, 
into comparative sunshine and prosperity — and then 
descending lower and lower into darkness, worldli- 
ness, lukewarmness, and imbecility. And such to a 
great extent — amid a vast amount of outward, or merely 
intellectual activity— is manifestly her spiritual con- 
dition at this day. Is it any wonder that the 
retrospective monument about to be erected, so to 
speak, at the final close of the present dispensation, 
shall have engraved upon it the following inscrip- 
tion — long since prepared by the Omniscient Lord 
for the perusal of all future ages to the end of 
time ?— 

"Cease ye from man, whose breath is in 

HIS nostrils — FOR WHEREIN IS HE TO BE ACCOUNTED 

OF ?*' (Isa. ii. 22.) 

But let us now earnestly inquire, in the light of 
God's Word — into the real causes of the present 
alarming symptoms — everywhere being manifested 
throughout the Christian world. And above all, let 
us strive to discover the awfiil secret — Why for so 
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many ages (with few exceptions), the arm of the 
Lord has not been signally revealed in the salvation of 
vast numbers of perishing sinners? fFhy hundreds 
of millions have been suffered, from age to age, to go 
down to the grave, unwarned — with a He in their 
right hands? fFhy the nineteenth century has ar- 
rived, and more than half completed its eventful 
history — and so very small a portion of the world been 
evangelized ? Why multitudes are dying all around 
our doors — in almost perfect ignorance of salvation, 
with (it is to be feared) scarce a heartfelt lamentation 
uttered (in manifold instances at least) over the 
eternal — ^the incalculable loss ? 

Why is it so ? How shall we account for the 
dreadfiil arrest or turning aside of the pure river of the 
water of life, which is ever seen in Heaven — proceed- 
ing from the throne of God and of the Lamb to this 
earth ; to flow through — sanctify, and gladden the re- 
deemed Church ; and then reach the perishing world ? 
Who ? or what is the cause of this unspeakable— 
this eternal calamity ? 

In this great time of sifting inquiry into first prin- 
ciples — ^where every matter of doubt or difference in 
the Church of Christ is, by some earnest spirits, in- 
creasingly referred to the only standard of truth — ^the 
Word of God — the momentous question is earnestly 



12 THE GREAT INQUIRY. 

submitted to the immediate and solemn consideration 
of the ministers and people of God — How shall we ac- 
count for the palpable fact — ^that the gospel, in our day ^ 
appears, generally speaking, so paralyzed? Why is it so 
ineffectual in stemming the enlarging tide of sin ? — in 
arresting, in some degree at least, the increasing multi- 
tude of sinners — as contrasted with the inspired records 
of its first history — so that, in numberless cases it 
is to be feared— comparative non-success in the con- 
version of sinners, even by the evangelical preaching 
(so termed) of a minister for many consecutive 
Sabbaths. — is the rule (as far, at least, as the feet, of 
few or none coming boldly out on the Lord's side 
may prove the mournful assertion) -y while, on the other 
hand, success in directly winning some few souls to 
Christ in that time — is the exception ? Now surely, 
under the preaching of the early Christians, it was 
the reverse ; judging not merely from the brief speci- 
mens of its conquests recorded in Scripture, but also 
from its rapid advancement over the Roman world 
for centuries — ere it was arrested by the predicted 
antichristian apostacy. 

Let the question, then, be again and again repeated 
—What is — what can be the cause of this apparent 
change in the results of a remedy from on high — ^which 
is declared by God to be intrinsically and unchange- 
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ably efficacious — '' the power of God to salvation to 
every one who believeth" ? Is not the Spirit of God 
as free now — as ready to respond to believing prayer, 
with His mighty power — ^as in the very brightest eras of 
gospel triumph ? 

Some fall into the arch-device of Satan to solace 
their minds, by ascribing the present alarming impo- 
tence of Christian instrumentality to Divine Sove- 
reignty — ^and thus sleep on — ^pleased with their delusive 
submission to what they deem to be the will of God ! 
While others who shrink from this conclusion (so 
utterly opposed to the express declarations of Scrip- 
ture), assign, with more reason, as the true cause, 
the low state of believers generally — ^their grievous 
defections — ^inactivity — ^restraining of prayer — world-- 
liness. But, fully admitting that every one of these 
sins, and many others, have too long or too frequently 
separated between the Church and her God — ^hid His 
hcQ from us, (Isa. lix. 2) even as clouds separate 
between this world and the natural Sun — intercept 
his rays, and hide him from our view — ^while yet the 
Sun remains, like God, unchanged ; still the question 
ever returns — fFhyh^ve these evils become so common, 
so universal — so deeply-rooted and prolonged ? Do not 
these unhappy symptoms — so loudly complained of in 
almost every part and section of the Church at the 
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present day, point inward to a deeper — more remote, 
and parent cause; — quite sufficient to account for 
these continuously-diversified manifestations of corrup- 
tion amongst the people of God ? 

The cheering signs in some parts of the vine- 
yard are thankfully admitted — especially in relation to 
the spirit of missionary and evangelistic enterprise at 
home and abroad; in reference to education of all 
kinds and among all classes — the spiritual training 
of the young, extending to very many hitherto re- 
garded as the mere outcasts of society; and in relation 
to the spread of civil and religious liberty and of general 
knowledge. 

And it is also readily conceded, as bearing on the 
present inquiry — that the light of the gospel in some 
places may indeed be brightening — that occasional 
showers of divine blessing in these parts, have been 
enjoyed and produced many happy fruits. Never- 
theless, these delightful specimens of a true Christian 
spirit and of heavenly progress — (very partial and 
very imperfect though they be) are like spots of 
verdure in a wilderness ; which, in one respect, only 
deepen the gloom, which all around rests on the 
*' valley of dry bones "; and, as by a new evidence, 
increasingly lead to the lamentable conclusion already 
stated* 
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Surely, then, there is not a subject which could 
engage the attention of the Christian world at the 
present time more important, or more loudly demand- 
ing immediate attention, than the one before us. 
Were the writer acquainted with every combination 
of human language, he could not utter terms too 
strong, in striving to awaken his fellow-Christians to 
the awful question — ^Why are so few souls in our 

DAY BEING TURNED TO THE LORD ? Why should 

the gospel go forth at one period of this dispensation 
conquering and to conquer — numbering its converts, 
even amidst the greatest opposition — not by twos and 
threes — but, in the inspired words, by " thousands " 
and " MULTITUDES OF MEN AND WOMEN," and that 
not merely in Judea after the day of Pentecost — but 
(laying Palestine out of view), subsequently (its ene- 
mies being judges), throughout the civilized world — 
cities — towns — ^villages of the Roman Empire to a 
vast extent — rapidly attesting its power ; — and then at 
another period — under the same dispensation of the 
Holy Spirit — that so many ministers and people of 
God — professing to have the same gospel — " the power 
of God to salvation" — the same provision for its 
triumphant progress — the same piiomises and revealed 
desire on the part of God that " all should be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth ;" should yet 
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(as a mournful and too well attested fact) make 
comparatively so little real progress, and that too, 
when, through the mercy of God, the doors of en- 
trance over the whole world are being rapidly multi- 
plied ? 

How can God be the sovereign cause of this 
infinitely-lamentable change, as men impiously assert ? 
Has He narrowed the everlasting door of the gospel 
since it was thrown wide open by the hand of the 
Redeemer in primitive ages — ^when tens of thousands 
both of Jews and of Gentiles, pressed within its 
portals ? Has He rescinded the promises to believing 
prayer ? No, we are not straitened in Him — but in 
ourselves. 

What, let it be demanded, gave the apostles and 
first Christian teachers such a lofty pre-eminence in 
their great work ? Was it theu: gifb ? their mighty 
powers ? No. It was, under the blessing of God — 
then* own deep personal spirituality— their holiness of 
life and conversation. They were thoroughly awake 
and ever kept awake — by incessant prayer, and the 
habitual, devotional study of the rudimental elements of 
the glorious gospel. They did not recur to the gospel 
as men who are well acquainted with a science, and 
who only refer to first principles to teach them to 
others — or, to establish the truth of their higher dis- 
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coveries. No; but as those who felt the necessity 
of the study for their own daily health — ^nourish- 
ment — peace, and advancement in the divine life. 
And, as they lived on the love of God, and the ever- 
fresh truths of the gospel themselves — they freely spake 
of them to others. They cpake because they be- 
lieved and felt. They cried aloud and spared not. 
Thus the hand of the Lord was with them, and His 
word had free course. It ran from soul to soul — from 
house to house — from city to city — ^and multitudes 
were gathered to the Lord. And why not now? 
The love of Christ is the same — the residue of the 
Spirit is with Him. His relationships to His people 
are the same; His promises as rich, and frill, and 
free as ever. Why, then, should we not continually 
behold the hand of the Lord thus gloriously stretched 
out? 



CHAPTER III. 

THE INQUISITION FOR BLOOD. 



"When He maketh inquisition for blood."— Ps, ix. 12. 



The momentous questions now before us are not 
presented — far from it — ^as a theme for controversial 
discussion. No ; they are a matter of life and death. 
They are too awful — too eternal — for party contro- 
versy. With unspeakably less folly and inhumanity 
might pilots behold many vessels wrecking in a storm on 
a dangerous coast ; and in place of hastening to save the 
perishing mariners while they have full opportunity 
— waste their time, and allow the lives to be lost, 
while they are settling some petty disputes, and 
contending with each other in jealous rivalry. The 
questions demand a thorough — patient — searching — in- 
tensely-earnest — analysis, in the spirit of prayer ; and in 
the prospect of our having soon — aye, very soon — to 
give an account of our stewardship at the tribunal of 
Christ. 

But too many dislike to be awakened to their 
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p^rj^«^/ responsibility — and hence strive to escape from 
uneasy convictions, under the covert of controversial 
opinion ; it may be, as already mentioned, by ascribing 
the alarming deadness of churches, and the impotency 
or fruitlessness of their own labours, and other Chris- 
tian instrumentality, to the sovereign decisions of 
God 5 or by resorting to vague, irreconcilable, or un- 
intelligible expressions. But however much for the 
present this may be a salvo to their own consciences 
and exonerate them before men — during a Laodicean 
state of the Church — nevertheless, let such be as- 
sured — that not one soul shall perish eternally without 
there being held first, in the presence of the universe, 
a searching inquiry — into the direct and indirect causes 
of that soul's destruction. 

The idea is too prevalent — ^that the blood of souls 
which perish — ^lies at no one's door — but only at the 
doors of the unhappy individuals themselves. But surely 
this is contrary to the revealed mind of God. Else, 
what means the following exclamation of Paul — ''/ take 
you to record^ that I am clear from the blood of allmen*^\ 
What means the prayer of the Psalmist — stereotyped 
by the Spirit of God — not as a mere expression, as 
many dream, relating to the personal history of the 
writer — but for the earnest entreaty before God, of 
every Christian to the end of time— "Z)f//*z;^r me from 
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blood-guiltiness^ O God" ? What means the awful 
threatening of God, addressed to every unfaithful 
minister — " If thou speakest not to warn the wicked 
from his wicked way, to save his life — the same 
wicked man shall die in his iniquity — but his blood 
will I require at thine hand"i (Ezek. iii. i8.) 

In this country, if any one dies suddenly, or is 
found to have perished mysteriously — a court or 
*' coroner's inquest " is held without delay — to take 
evidence as to the real cause of his death, and to render 
a verdict accordingly. And in like manner, shall 
God hold a great public inquest over every ruined 
soul — ere He pronounces the awful final sentence. 
He will trace every instance of that destruction to its 
real source, or sources ; over and above the tremendous 
fact — that that soul perished by the sinner's own 
wicked decision against himself — by an eternal suicide. 
This is certainly expressed by that emphatic word, 
*' When He (the Lord) maketh inquisition for blood" 
that is, holdeth an inquest over every lost soul. 
(Ps. ix. 12.) 

How awfully awakening in this light is the truth, 
that " no man liveth to himself" — that we are con- 
stantly affecting others for good or ill — and that no 
man can neglect his own soul — or even become a 
backslider— without becoming directly, or indirectly, by 
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word or example — 2. deep, and it may be eternal, injury 
to other souls. And, at the day of judgment, not 
only shall every one of us give an account of himself 
or of herself to God — ^but also, in one degree or other, 
of all our fellow-creatures — both relatives and others — 
oyer whom we had any Influence — and whose spiritual 
and eternal state may have been affected by our 
words — deeds — example— ^x neglect. Who can solemnly 
read these words — without inwardly exclaiming, 
" Enter not into judgment with thy servant" ? — " If 
Thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
shall stand ?" How many parents stand chargeable 
with the blood of their children and servants ! How 
many husbands — wives — brothers — sisters — sons- 
daughters — ^who profess to be Christians, are making 
no anxious efforts for the salvation of their near rela- 
tives ! Are not their garments, then, in some degree, 
stained with their blood? But above all does this 
fearful conclusion apply — ^to unconverted — worldly — or 
self-seeking ministers. Oh ! what a vast amount of 
blood is crying to Heaven against them ! 

Happy that minister or Christian — who,after reading 
these pages, shall be able as before God to lay his or 
her hand on the heart — exclaiming, " Thanks be to 
God — I am clear from the blood of all," And happier 
still, those, who, through the grace and blood of the 



22 THE AWFUL INQUIRY. 

Redeemer, shall be found at length thus faultless, 
before the Great White Throne. 

Let us now return to the awful inquiry. Who 
or what is the cause of the manifest arrest of Divine 
power in saving souls over the world ?— of the present 
desolated state of the Church of God ? — and of 
the multitudes who are dying all around our doors, 
in almost perfect ignorance of salvation? — not to 
speak of the hundreds of millions, who have been 
suffered from age to age, and are now being suffered, 
to perish, without an audible voice being ever heard 
by them — ^warning them of their danger — and pointing 
them to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins 
of the world ? Who or what is the cause ? 

God the Father disclaims it. "As I live, 
saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of 
the wicked — ^but that the wicked turn from his way and 
live — turn ye — turn ye — ^why will ye die ?" (Ezek, 
xxxiii. II.) These are words, equally referring to all 
times. And they prove — that His compassionate love to 
the world — burns with equal intensity from age to age 
— as much at this mournful time as when millions in 
former eras, with wondrous rapidity, bowed to the 
sceptre of His Son. 

The Holy Spirit disclaims it — ^with infinite 
grief. For on beholding prospectively such awful 
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desolations in the professing Church of God (as well as 
at that time) — He exclaimed by His prophet — ^as if 
in astonishment — " Are these my doings ? — Is the 
Spirit of the Lord straitened ? — Do not my words 
do good to them who walk uprightly ?" (Micah 
ii. 7.) 

The Lord Jesus Christ disclaims it. His 
tears on Mount Olivet were not shed over the perishing 
Jews only — but manifestly also, as an expression of His 
heart-broken grief, over every lost soul to the end of 
time. 

What then, let the question be repeated — is the 
fearful barrier to the river of God ? It is not Satan, 
with all his malignity, power, and cunning. For all 
the Powers of Darkness could not for one moment 
arrest that mighty stream from entering a single soul, 
were there no other cause in operation. Neither is it 
the opposition of infidels — the absolute indifference 
of the vast number of thorough worldlings — nor 
even the enmity and obduracy of the unregenerate* 
For these dread obstacles — towering to a far greater 
height than now — have been ten thousand times 
overcome in the earliest Christian ages — at the Refor- 
mation — and during the last century. 

But it will now be shown, that one great deso- 
lating cause of these innumerable — tremendous — 
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and eternal losses of immortal souls, and injuries to 
the Redeemer, is to be traced to the slumbering 

AND SLEEPING STATE OF THE ChURCH OF GoD J in 

whose skirts is to be found in no small degree 
the blood of myriads of souls during many ages. 

Oh ! " Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the 
streets of Askelon '* — that those who have themselves 
been plucked as brands from the burning — who owe 
all they have enjoyed, or ever shall enjoy cither in 
time or in eternity — to the undeserved sovereign 
mercy of God in Christ Jesus — and who therefore 
ought — fired by grateful love — to be His swiftest 
messengers to every human being — exceeding even 
angels who never sinned; should yet be the />r/««^^7/ 
obstacles — directly or indirectly — to the salvation ot 
immortal souls; — the chief mountain barrier 
BETWEEN God and men ! 

But not a few lose sight practically, of their 
personal relation to such aggregate terms as that of 
" Church of God" or " World" — especially when 
any charge is made against them. Many, therefore, 
may give a hearty response to this fearful indictment 
against the Church of God, as if it had no respect to 
themselves; who truly require the sternly fixed eye 
upon them— and the piercing voice of a Nathan the 
prophet — exclaiming to their slumbering consciences— 
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^^ Thou art the manr* "Thou art the woman!" to 
enable them to feel — how thoroughly, in one degree or 
other — ^this awful guilt rests upon them individually. 

Such, indeed, may be ready to exclaim — How 
can we be obstacles in the way of God, ta 
the salvation of the world — if we are not only 
doing nothing to injure His cause — but, on the con- 
trary, conforming ourselves regularly to the usual 

habitudes of Christians in their various associations 

and imiting with them in helping, by contributions 
and otherwise, the moral machinery appointed ta 
benefit the souls and bodies of men, both at home 
and abroad? 

In reply, let it now be shown — how all this may be 
done, both by ministers and members of churches — 
and a vast deal more — and how a great amount of 
intellectual zeal may exist, and valuable effort be 
made, in regard to the external means of advancing the 
cause of Christ — and yet these very persons — from the 
spiritual slumber — coldness — and deadness of their own 
souls — may, nevertheless, form an essential part of the 
existing fatal barrier in the way of the world's salvation. 

In substantiating this awful charge, let it be 
observed, first, that while a variety of means are 
appointed by God for the salvation of men, especially 
the faithful preaching of the gospel of Christ \ it is 
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everywhere fully admitted — that the only efficient 
strength to effect that great end, is the direct power 
of the Holy Ghost ; — and that, apart from His mighty 
operation, the labours of all ministers — missionaries, 
and Christians — ^were they increased ten thousandfold, 
would be found absolutely fruitless. Hence the 
emphatic expression — " Not by might, nor by power, 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts." 

But many indeed are ready to echo, and most 
zealously maintain this great fundamental truth, who 
yet may be practically placing an awful arrest on that 
agency — that glorious power. For it is most clearly 
revealed that, notwithstanding the boundless love of 
the Holy Spirit — notwithstanding His infinite desire 
for the salvation of men, and perfect power to effect 
it — despite of greatest moral obstacles — He will, 
nevertheless, not put forth that creative energy, except 
according to an ordained order — and in perfect harmony 
with the enlightened co-operation of His people ; and 
that where this appointed order for His effectual work- 
ing in the conversion of men, becomes practically 
neglected or ignored through ignorance, unbelief, or 
through (what is most common in the Church 
of Christ) a worldliness of mind — which cannot 
possibly sympathize with this plan of God — and 
refuses, therefore, to co-operate with Him — then 
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the Spirit of the Lord, after striving for a time 
in vain, leaves them in grief— zm\i the coldness, 
the misery, and the desolations of sin and death. And 
thus, at once — all the wondrous promises of His power 
and blessing are proportionably neutralized — rendered 
of none effect. 

There cannot be a doubt that this, in some 
degree, is the true interpretation of the present mourn- 
ful general aspect of the Church of God ; and the 
consequently awful circumstances of myriads of the 
regenerate. For it is clear from Scripture that if 
the sins of the Church had not come, like a deep, 
dark cloud, between her and her God— that the same 
mighty power which was manifested in the brightest 
ages of her history, would be now everywhere seen, 
instead of the withering blight which seems to have 
overspread the Christian world. 

How sad in such circumstances, and yet how 
common, is it to see many of those who are thus 
grieving the Holy Spirit, and eternally injuring their 
own souls, and those of their fellow-men — zealously 
preaching and eloquently lauding, in the abstract, the 
necessity and power of His operations — ^but without 
any direct reference to their own personal responsi- 
bility ! What is this (in many cases, it is to be 
feared,) but the striving inwardly to transfer their 
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own neglected responsibility for the salvation of 
perishing men — to the Lord Himself? Such are only- 
anxious to maintain the inward fatal delusion — that 
the conversion of souls, and the vital prosperity of 
the cause of Christ — is not made, by the express ar- 
rangement of God, to a vast extent dependent on their 
own spiritual state, and most prayerful efforts, and 
on those of His Church. Let this awful and mys- 
terious arrangement, therefore, be now clearly pointed 
out and attested by the word of God. 

The Spirit of the Lord is described in Scripture as 
a pure river of the water of life, proceeding from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb — coming to us 
through the sufferings and accepted atonement of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And most clearly is it revealed 
that there is but ^«^ appointed ^^<7^-^^f^ through which 
that river of life can enter the unregenerate world 
for the salvation of men ; and that, while this only 
channel is kept open by the diffusion of the 
gospel, and in answer to the prayers of God's pros- 
pering children — that deep stream of blessing will 
continually flow down to the world, and save multi- 
tudes of souls. But, on the contrary — if that flood-gate 
be closed, or almost closed, by unbelief 2nd most sinful 
neglect — the Spirit of God will assuredly not enter to 
save men by any other way. And what, then, is the 
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fearful conclusion ? Why — if that channel were alto- 
gether closed — the whole world would go down to 
destruction. 

Now, God has from eternity — chosen His people, 
to the unspeakable honour and privilege of not only 
preparing the way of the Lord to the hearts and souls 
of men, by much believing prayer and holy conse- 
crated effort — but to be themselves the very channel, 
or medium, through which the river of life is to pour 
forth its eternal blessings on the world. This they 
are appointed to become by the following means in un- 
broken combination — first by fervent, uninterrupted, 
helieving prayer, in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ— 3^r their own spiritual prosperity — ^as well 
as for the world's salvation. Secondly — by the con- 
tinual, devotional contemplation of the glorious gospel 
for their own daily spiritual encouragement and strength ; 
and by the faithful diffusion of that saving truth over 
the world — in season and out of season in the power 
of the Holy Sphrit — and by every possible method. 
And, thirdly — by a personally holy life and conver- 
sation. 

Never from the commencement of the Church's 
chequered history, have these means once failed to 
obtain glorious victories in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and never in any possible case shall they fail. 
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And if in any church or place at home or abroad^ 
souls are not being converted to God, and the people 
of Grod not spiritually prospering, not ready for 
every good word and work — let Christian men or 
unsuccessful ministers say what they like, and excuse 
their own barrenness and unfruitflilness as they may 
— the true cause in the sight of God is simply this — 
these Heaven-appointed means are being practically 
slighted or neglected. 

In every age, or part of the world — or, nominally, 
in connection with any Church, even though (as in the 
case of the Church of Rome) that Church were 
almost entirely corrupt — ^wherever these means have 
been faithfully adopted by any individuals— they have 
ever been infallibly successful. Shall we refer, in 
support of this view, to the memoirs of Fenelon — 
Madame Guyon — the Port Royalists — Martin Boos ? 
These means of grace through the Spirit have in- 
cessantly triumphed over the Powers of Darkness, 
and over all the legions of their combined allies in 
this world. They have, by this power, levelled 
mountain barriers — and continually enabled those who 
perseveringly used them, to exclaim — " Thanks be to 
God, who always causeth us to triumph, and maketh 
manifest the savour of His knowledge by us in every 
place"^ (2 Cor. ii. 14). 
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Through this ordained channel — the river of God 
becomes every day freely admitted to the souls of 
believers ; and in proportion to the depth of that in- 
flowing of the river to their own souls, do they 
send forth its life-giving stream in greater abundance 
to save the lost. Now to see the inseparable con- 
nection between the personal spiritual prosperity, and 
holy activity of believers, and their becoming to that 
degree — mighty inlets of the Spirit of God to the un- 
regenerate world — let us ponder the following passages 
of holy Scripture. 

" Restore to me the joy of thy salvation^ and up- 
hold me with thy free Spirit^ — ^then will I teach thy 
ways unto transgressors^ and sinners shall be converted 
unto Thee*' (Ps. li. 12, 13). 

Here, as with the clearness of a sunbeam — we see 
the only condition of the people of God, in which He 
will graciously honour their instrumentality to the con- 
version of sinners. And throughout this deeply-afFect- 
ing psalm we also perceive, the only way, by which 
we can individually reach that state of spiritual health 
and felicity, which God will thus abundantly honour. 
If, therefore. Christians under the Laodicean dream 
that they are "rich and increased with goods, and 
stand in need of nothing" — ^will refuse to travel over 
this psalm from the beginning, step by step— with 
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lowly abasement of soul. In the presence of God — and 
refuse to offer every one of its expressions at the throne 
of grace, as the very utterance of their whole heart — 
they will be left in their spiritual diseases — deadness 
and barrenness; and never— never while in that 
wretched state — will God honour them, to turn many 
to righteousness. 

The same heart-awakening truth is presented 
in the following beauteous prophetic aspiration of the 
whole Church of God, on the eve of her perfect 
spiritual restoration at the latter day — ^in which we 
recognize a prediction of the direct glorious answer 
to that one united prayer — even the glad tidings of 
salvation becoming thereby universally and savingly 
known over the whole world, — 

" God he merciful unto «j, and bless us — and cause 
His face to shine upon us — that thy way may be** 
(experimentally) '' known upon earth — thy saving 
health among all nations^* (Ps. Ivii. i, 2). 

Here we see that the perfect restoration of the 
Church, on the one hand, and the salvation of the 
unregenerate world, on the other — are described by 
the Spirit of the Lord — as infallibly succeeding each 
other to a very great extent — even as any sequence 
of cause and effect, in the natural world. 

In the following glowing description of a holy 
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man of God, and of the direct effect of his holiness on 
the surrounding world, we see only the same principle 
demonstrated in relation to a single individual — and 
that as an indirect blessed assurance to every one who 
will copy this bright example — that the same glorious 
transformation by the Spirit of God, in the world 
around, shall infallibly follow^ — 

" My covenant, saith the Lord of hosts, was with 
him (Levi) of life and peace ; and I gave them to him, 
for the fear wherewith he feared Me, and was afraid 
before my name. The law of truth was in his mouth 
— iniquity was not found in his lips ; — he walked with 
Me in peace and equity — and did turn away many 
from iniquity." (Mai. ii. 4, 5, 6.) 

To these may now be added the remarkable ex- 
pression of our Lord in the last day of a national feast — 
" If any man thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. 
He that believeth on Me, as the Scripture hath said 
— Out of his belly '* (from his heart or inward part) 
" shall flow rivers of living water. This spake He of 
the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should re- 
ceive'* (John vii. 37, 38, 39). 

Thus we at once perceive — that it is, through the 
hearts of believers, as a holy channel, that these rivers 
of living water are to flow forth to water the city of 
God, and to save the lost ; and that the grand test 
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of our living like Paul, by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved us and gave Himself for us — and of 
our fully and personally enjoying the blessings of 
redemption — is the fact of our becoming instrumental 
in conveying these streams of blessing directly or 
indirectly to the eternal benefit of others. 

But .on the contrary, it is clear, that if little of a 
deep stream enters an open channel — but little shall 
flow out. The proportion is exact in the spiritual as 
in the natural world. If the people of God are not 
personally and experimentally receiving large bless- 
ings themselves — they cannot possibly become large 
blessings to others. The one is inseparably related to 
the other — as in the promise of God to the father 
of the faithful: "I will bless thee and" [as the in-' 
fallible sequence) " make thee a blessing.'' If believers 
are not habitually keeping the glad tidings of salvation, 
joyfully, before their own minds, and living in prayer, 
— how can the Spirit of God as a river flow through 
their instrumentality to others ? But rather, do they 
not speedily fall asleep ; quite satisfied with them- 
selves, and their daily procedure, provided they are 
going regularly through the usual routine of outward 
active duty — ^while all within is cold — ^barren — worldly? 

Thus, when Christians are almost asleep, and 
living at a dying rate, then (who can doubt it ?) the 
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appointed flood-gate, through which the blessing 
flows to save the world — ^is nearly closed against the 
Lord Jesus and His mighty Spirit — if not absolutely 
shut by unbelief. Then I behold the Saviour 
retiring in grief — exclaiming that *'He could do 
no mighty works there — because of their unbelief.'^ 
And yet how many such are there who thus, 
by their coldness, worldliness, unbelief, have prac- 
tically shut that consecrated gate — at once da- 
maging their own souls, and keeping back the 
blessing from their families, and the perishing 
around them — and who yet with apparent, pathetic 
earnestness, are occasionally heard exclaiming — 
" Oh ! that we saw the cause of God pros- 
pering !" — all the while oblivious to the mournful 
fact, that they themselves are the very hindrances to 
that prosperity — and that the Lord is waiting in vain 
to be admitted to their own hearts — to accomplish the 
mighty work. 

But why are believers generally everywhere so 
fearfully unaware or insensible to their awful respon- 
sibility and guilt — and ignorant oi the real cause of the 
world's universal desolation ? One word answers the 
inquiry — They are asleep. 

Let us now, therefore, ponder that terrible ex- 
pression — and enter into the loud call of the Apostle 
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Paul — *'It is high time to awaken out of sleep." The 
sleep here referred to, is not for a moment to be 
compared to refreshing, balmy, natural sleep — but 
rather describes those deadly sleeps which arise from 
disease, or from some poisonous opiate administered by 
murderers, to secure their victims. It is, in fact, a 
judgment from heaven on backsliding, or the in- 
variable consequence of unpardoned sin, which, pro- 
duces, according to the degree of guilt, a state of 
dread insensibility in relation to eternal things. This 
reveals more and more the fearful nature and conse- 
quences of sin, in any degree — however modified and 
refined — and of not living in prayer. For till that sin 
is pardoned — ^till the soul is healed — the mind is 
proportionably blinded; or as the Apostle Paul ex- 
presses it — '' bewitched^" so as to mistake dreams for 
realities. In that fatal sleep a great variety of objects 
are seen — but never till the soul awakes by the Spirit 
of God are these objects seen — as they really are. 

And when believers are asleep, whether ministers 
or people — dragging slow pace to heaven — who can 
tell the deep and eternal injury which is done to the 
world — not to speak of their own injured souls ? No 
matter what may be their spiritual advantages — the 
talents of the ministry — the routine of moral machi- 
Jiery — jt is almost all in vain. And why? Because 
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Ood will not work with slumbering Laodicean pro^ 
fessors. 

Now, while this sleep renders, by an awful delusion, 
the individual, whether minister or member, satisfied, 
yea, even pleased^ with himself and his mournful 
state — is it not in the sight of God deeply criminal? 
Is it not dyed with the blood of souls ? Is it not an 
eternal loss to ourselves — a grief to the Spirit — a 
perpetual triumph to His infernal enemies? Thisj 
this — ^let it be repeated, discloses the dread mystery — 
why so much labour at home and abroad is expended 
comparatively to so little account — ^why the conver- 
sions are so exceedingly few — why the zeal of 
believers is so fluctuating. For when the professing 
Christian is being more intensely interested with his own 
temporal interest — comfort — and " earthly things," 
than the salvation of the world — an immediate arrest is 
put on the arm of Jehovah — the windows of heaven 
are nearly shut up — his soul is sinking — and, as far as 
his influence is concerned — few — few are ever being 
converted. 

If such be the injury caused by one slumbering 
soul, in any single church — how fearfully is the injury 
increased — ^when the spirit of slumber characterizes 
generally the whole Church or community ! — and how 
tremendously more awful still — (as in our time) — where 
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it rests on so large a portion of the Christian world! 
For behind this mountain-barrier of a slumbering 
Church, Satan gains more victories, and ensures a 
greater slaughter of immortal souls, than by the com- 
bined efforts of all the open infidels or undisguised 
enemies of the Cross in the world. For it arrests (let 
it be repeated) the river of life — neutralizes more or less 
the power of the gospel — the only hope of a wretched 
worlds-even were that gospel faithfully preached in 
such sanctuaries— which, it is to be feared, is seldom 
the case — breaks down, more or less, the ladder of 
escape from the wrath to come — while Satan gorges 
himself with victims — unscared away by the lightning 
of God's Word and Spirit — and tens of thousands 
perish every year — quietly sinking down to the regions 
of everlasting despair ! 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE MINISTRY OF SLUMBERING CHURCHES. 



* Woe is me if I preach not the gospel." — Paul. 



The ministers of slumbering Laodicean churches 
too generally resemble and sympathize with the 
people of their charge. Hence, in place of respond- 
ing to the call of God, to '' cry aloud and spare not — 
to lift up their voice like a trumpet" — in order to 
awaken their hearers — in the intensely urgent spirit 
of ancient watchmen when they perceived the 
enemy — sword in hand drawing near to the city, 
and the inhabitants profoundly asleep; they appear 
only to be fanning their congregations by their preach- 
ing into still deeper slumber — evidently afraid to 
disturb their delusive repose or to offend them. They 
know right well — that the earnest preaching of the 
gospel in its fulness and simplicity, from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, with pointed appeals to the consciences of 
their perishing hearers — would be anything but accept- 
able to the majority — and if persevered in, might 
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even endanger their positions. Hence they seek (as 
it would appear) to meet the wishes of these slum- 
bering hearers by introducing it very sparingly — or 
in a modified unawakening form ; and to substitute in 
its place — sermons on any or every point of theoretic 
theology or denominational polity — with neither unction, 
point, nor power ; and with no more adaptation to 
convert the souls of their too well pleased^ unregenerate 
hearers^ than would a general lecture on some branch 
of medical science, delivered to the suffering inmates 
of an hospital, be fitted to meet their wants and re- 
move their woes. 

Many of the hearers may indeed retire from those 
churches or chapels, charmed, on the one hand, with 
the eloquence, the beauty of the illustration, the 
learning, composition, or ability of the preachers; or, on 
the other, tired out with the dull, prolix common- 
places, or the dry metaphysical controversial dis- 
quisitions, which they have listlessly heard with- 
out the slightest benefit — far less with an earnest 
awakened feeling about their immortal interests. But 
whether they retire pleased or disappointed — Who can 
tell their eternal loss ? 

How infinitely cruel is all this intellectual selfish 
trifling with these immortal souls ! Had the primary 
objects of the ministry been merely to convey some 
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general moral or theological instruction, and gratify 
intellectual curiosity, they could scarcely, in such — 
alas ! too common cases — have been better carried 
out. Some of these hearers may, ere another Sabbath, 
be in eternity ; and like the rich man lifting up their 
eyes in hell — being in torments. What then shall they 
think of those ministers there — ^who in place of seeking, 
like Paul, with tears to awaken and save their souls 
— practically diverted their minds from the question 
of their own personal salvation — robbed them to a 
great extent of the gospel ; and sent them home asleep 
— pleased with themselves — and with the delusive 
dream, that notwithstanding their worldliness and 
unregenerate character — ^they may after all be going 
to heaven ? Think of them ! They will curse the 
memories of these preachers — to all eternity. 

Oh ! were not the Church of God in deepest 
sleep — she could not endure such unfaithfulness for 
two Sabbaths together. And were the hearers gene- 
rally awake to their eternal interests, they could no 
more sit under such a ministry — than they would call 
for a physician when in sickness — who systematically 
increased the diseases and hastened the deaths of his 
patients. But, alas ! while not a few of God's 
people bitterly mourn in secret — that their own souls 
are not really fed with the bread of heaven — that 
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though the word preached be generally speaking 
scriptural — it is neither adapted to their wants, nor 
preached (in apostolic language) "with the Holy Ghost 
sent down from heaven," and therefore can do them 
little or no good ; — yet notwithstanding all this — the 
too great majority only fulfil the prophetic description — 
" My people love to have it so J* 

Had such ministers literally planned to bring down 
a withering blight or curse upon the cause of God, 
they could not have taken a more effectual way — than 
practically to ignore or set aside, except occasionally 
(and even then — in an abstractor ^//^««^^^^/ form), the 
rervent preaching of the gospel, with its awakening 
antecedent truths to prepare the mind for receiving 
it. For the gospel is not only the great medium of 
eternal life and blessing to the unregenerate — but the 
appointed special means of warming the hearts — 
quickening and edifying the minds of the true people 
of God — and promoting their advancement in holi- 
ness and in every good word and work. Hence, as 
a necessary consequence — where it is in those sanc- 
tuaries put aside to a great extent, to make way for 
other topics — histories — discussions — more pleasing or 
fescinating to the natural mind — there is to be found — 
coldness and death — the minister applauded — but no soul 
being converted — no believer truly blessed and edified \ 
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These ministers who thus strive to meet the 
popular taste — may seek to quiet their consciences by 
bringing forward some portion of gospel truth now and 
then — referring to it incidentally in their discourses — 
or, perhaps, after a long and exhausting sermon on 
some other subject or subjects — appending a few 
concluding words about it — as if they were ashamed to 
put it aside altogether. But surely this is little else 
than mere spiritual mockery or evasion ; where, after 
keeping hungry, starving, perishing souls waiting in 
the house of God a long time without food, then to 
throw them — ?ifew crumbs at parting! This certainly 
is not like the great model preacher — who exclaimed, 
to the most refined and accomplished church in the 
world, '' I am determined to know nothing among you 
save Jesus Christ and Him crucified" — -not like him 
who went down to preach in a city of Samaria — and 
whose preaching is all expressed in one word— Jesus. 

Such a procedure inflicts a deep and eternal injury 
on the hearers. They want the everlasting gospel in 
one form or another fully brought out every Sabbath 
— as much, at least, as would save those hearers who, 
by the providential appointment of God are never to 
hear another sermon ere they pass into eternity. Well 
does the writer remember hearing a remarkable illus- 
tration of these words from the lips of a faithful servant 
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of God, long since departed. On one Monday morn- 
ing he was informed that a man, who the preceding 
evening had listened to his discourse in his usual 
health — had suddenly been ushered into eternity. His 
personal responsibility to preach the gospel to men as 
dying men — as to those who, for aught he knew, might 
be about to appear at the bar of God — at once flashed 
on his mind. Rising anxiously from his seat — he 
proceeded to examine the manuscript of the sermon 
which the departed soul had last heard, with the 
intensely earnest hope that he should find in it — as 
much gospel truth as — ^had it been there and then 
through the grace of God understood and believed 
by the departed hearer — would have saved his soul. 
To his inexpressible grief, after the examination was 
over — he found the contrary. He saw that the hearers 
might have believed every word of that discourse — ^and 
remained unsaved. The sermon was scriptural and 
well prepared — lacking in nothing — save the gospel 
suited to a dying man. Penetrated with a sense of his 
unfaithfulness on that one occasion (for generally, he 
was distinguished for the constancy — ardour — ^and 
faithfulness with which he preached the glorious 
gospel — and for very many seals to his ministry), he 
burst into a flood of tears — and, falling down at the 
mercy-seat, confessed before God, with much contri- 
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tion — his dread omission. And ere he rose from his 
knees — he made the solemn vow — that, with Divine 
help, to the day of his death — he would never preach 
a sermon without setting forth as much of the glorious 
gospel as would — if truly believed — save any un- 
regenerate soul then present — who might be about to 
enter the world of spirits. 

And surely what this eminent servant of the Lord 
felt to be his solemn responsibility, is that of every 
preacher — ^who would be approved by his Lord at the 
day of judgment. Hence the dying appeal of Paul 
about the coming judgment — addressed to his beloved 
son Timothy. " I charge thee therefore before God, 
and the Lord Jesus Christ — who shaU judge the quick 
and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom — 
Preach the word — be instant in season and 
out of season." 

But where a church with its minister is asleep — 
this charge is practically forgotten. Every Sabbath 
many souls go to such a sanctuary, requiring the 
voice of a son of thunder in heart-thrilling tones to 
awaken them to their tremendous danger; — but how 
often do they return — without having heard one single 
disturbing word? Others — sinking to ruin in self- 
deception or backsliding — require vigorous, searching, 
arousing words — sharper than a two-edged sword to 
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arrest their downward course, but — in such places — they 
hear them not. Others — may go to the sanctuary- 
anxious about their soul's salvation (by the blessing 
of God on other means), earnestly hoping to hear the 
Jailer's question plainly answered — the way of peace 
with God clearly set forth. They hear it not. But in 
place of the heartfelt truths suited to theise urgent 
requirements — there may be a sermon addressed to a 
large congregation, in which — too probably even in 
the judgment of charity — there are a great number of 
unconverted and therefore perishing souls, as if — ^with 
scarce an exception — they were all good Christians; 
and discussing, with some degree of learning and 
ingenuity, an inappropriate text of Scripture, or 
speculative point of doctrine ! Oh ! the day of judg- 
ment will make fearful disclosures of the real causes — 
both direct and indirect — why many souls have gone 
down to destruction ? 

It is in vain for such preachers to protest that 
when they style all the congregation indiscriminately 
their " Christian friends,'^ they only mean — the 
people of God. The question is not— what they 
mean ? — but what do their habitual words manifestly 
imply ? And when the unconverted, perishing part of 
the congregation, hear themselves, without any dis- 
crimination, styled ^^ Christians'^ — are they not too 
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ready to comfort their hearts with the delusive, 
flattering words, and sink into still deeper self- 
deception? Did John the Baptist thus deceive his 
unconverted hearers ? No. For when he saw many 
of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism — 
he exclaimed in plainest language, " O generation ot 
vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come ?" And if we follow out the ministry of our 
blessed Lord and His apostles — we perceive the same 
uncompromising, faithful, yet loving arraignment be- 
fore God, of every unconverted soul — as even then 
living in rebellion and every instant exposed to eternal 
destruction. 

But not to speak of their bright example — their 
intense earnestness in seeking to convert the souls they 
addressed — we may even find to some extent an apt 
illustration from the pleadings in a court of justice — of 
how the gospel should be preached to the unrenewed. 
For the words of Jesus are ever fulfilled — "The 
children of this world are wiser in their generation 
than the children of light." If for example we 
approach a legal tribunal — where an advocate is plead- 
ing before a jury in a case of great importance — we 
quickly perceive that the one all-absorbing aim of 
the advocate from the beginning to the end of his 
pleading — is to obtain a verdict in favour of his client. 
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For this end — and this alone — he utters every word* 
To obtain this decision — he is ready to sacrifice beauty 
of style — splendour of ornament — taste — everything. 
What cares he at that time — for the opinion of by- 
standers as to his ability — cadences — or anything else ? 
He only studies adaptation — to bring the men of the 
jury by any means — to respond to his arguments. 
Their verdict — if he gains it — is his reward. 

And so in like manner — every true minister ought 
to feel — while addressing the unconverted, and that 
with impassioned earnestness — that he is addressing an 
awful jury — on a cause the most momentous — with 
the anxious desire to obtain a verdict for Christ — a 
verdict for their own soul's immediate salvation — and 
where every sentence, and every word ought to bear 
on that one design. 

And if they will not yield — if, notwithstanding his 
previous prayers for the blessing of the Holy Spirit — 
his tears — his utmost powers of persuasive reasoning 
and solemn appeal — any of them will leave the sanc- 
tuary, and give the verdict to the Devil — and for their 
own eternal destruction — he — at least — has the blessed 
consciousness that — he is clear of their blood. 

But how many are there who, besides lacking this 
2i!l\r2i)SOvh\ng— concentrated earnestness of soul for the 
conversion of sinners — directly or indirectly preach 
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what is designated by Paul — " Another gospel " — 
which the Spirit of God cannot possibly bless to the 
salvation of any one. Not to speak of the increas- 
ing number of the avowed " enemies of the Cross 
of Christ " who thus labour to poison the fountain- 
head of salvation — it is most lamentable to observe 
the number of professedly evangelical preachers — 
who may never set forth any positive error — ^yet 
whose sermons are so mournfully lacking in the vital 
truth which can save the soul — so wanting in point 
and spiritual power — so totally unadapted to awaken 
the perishing — to direct the anxious spirit to peace 
with God through the blood of the Cross — to 
refresh and invigorate true believers — that had they 
delivered discourses on mental or moral philosophy or 
astronomical science — the practical result would have 
been much the same. Surely this is not ministering 
the gospeL 

Many of these appear to imagine — that they are at 
perfect liberty to select any Scripture text as the 
subject of discourse — irrespective of its special adapta- 
tion to the immediate spiritual wants or circumstances 
of their hearers comprehensively; and that if their 
discourse throughout holds some kind of relation to 
that selected passage, even though its elaborate style 
and disquisitions be above the capacities of many of the 

4 
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hearers — they have discharged their duty ! But it is 
clear that in no small degree, this is only betraying 
their infinitely important trust. On this principle, 
they may easily eschew the glorious gospel — go 
through for years a vast number of irrelevant sub- 
jects — prove all they say to be true — ^and yet fearfully 
neglect the great salvation — and the high responsi- 
bility of their calling. 

It is indeed true, that '' all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, that the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works"; 
and that every part of revealed truth in its place 
ought to become to the individual Christian — a subject 
of prayerful meditation. Nevertheless the responsi- 
bility of the minister of Christ in relation to public 
teaching is most special. That responsibility is mani- 
festly twofold. First to seek with all the energy of 
his soul — (after much prayer for the help and blessing 
of the Holy Spirit) — to awaken — convince^ and convert 
his unregenerate hearers through the preaching of 
the gospel with its collateral truths ; and secondly — 
to establish believers in the faith of the gospel — ever 
keeping that gospel (like the apostles) with its distinct 
practical bearings before their minds — and striving 
to lead them onwards and upwards — to the highest 
degrees of experimental piety and practical godliness. 
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Surely, then, every discourse prepared for the 
Lord's-day gatherings which is essentially wanting 
in one or other of these direct adaptations — ^however 
profound — eloquent — truthful — that discourse may 
be — ought — at the peril of displeasing God — ^to be 
summarily dismissed or thoroughly changed for what 
is fitted to accomplish, under the blessing of God, the 
great ends of the ministry. 

It may, indeed, have cost the preacher much time 
and effort in preparation — and may be much fitted to 
gratify the merely intellectual hearers — ^yet if it be 
neither directly adapted — there and then — to save the 
perishing soul — nor to lead believers — through the ad- 
vanced knowledge of gospel truth to eminent holiness 
of heart and of life — then it is most clear that the 
eternal interests of every soul who shall be present in 
the approaching assembly, Remand — that it should at 
any sacrifice be immediately substituted for another 
more suited to promote their spiritual profit. And 
how urgent is this demand, when it is remembered, as 
already mentioned — that some one may be present 
who, ere another Sabbath-day — may be in heaven or 
in hell for ever and ever. Now, not to speak of the 
vast injury done to whole congregations — is such a 
soul to be trifled with — to gratify the feelings^ or, 
maintain the popularity of the preacher? 
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' It will thus be manifest to every Christian reader 
that the very first step towards vitally recovering 
the cause of the Redeemer to any great extent ; or 
towards stemming the flood of pestilential error which 
is everywhere coming in — ^will be the glorious event 
of the Church of God being powerfully and universally 
awakened by the Lord out of sleep. Till this awaken- 
ing takes place — as it speedily shall, by the mighty 
power of God and by the extraordinary means about 
to be considered in another volume — every effort — 
every plan of improvement (save what relates to 
individual, personal restoration — or to that of a few 
individual limited spheres of action) will, it is feared, 
be only spasmodic — ^will be transient as the morning 
cloud. The remedy must be (as it is clearly predicted, 
it shall be) universal; affecting at once the entire 
Church of God. 

Without this great awakening — immediately fol- 
lowed by a true replenishment and personal quicken- 
ing of the Holy Spirit — ^we may multiply our moral 
machinery — religious societies — organizations — to any 
extent — send forth more missionaries at home and 
abroad — increase our training ministerial institutions, 
and perfect the scholarly equipments of their students 
— cover our land with churches — chapels — and schools 
— circulate by tens of thousands, Bibles, books, and 
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tracts — all exceedingly desirable in their own place ; 
and, so fer as they have been done — a cause of greatest 
thankfulness to God — but so long as the Church of 
God is asleep — dreaming that the multiplication of 
these means will accomplish the great end ; and that 
she is rich, and stands in need of nothing — provided 
only that her services are largely attended by all classes 
■:— her nominal membership, living or dead^ greatly 
increased — and her treasuries overflowing with 
money — all, all, will avail but little. The evil will 
increase — intensify — spread wider and wider, till — but 
for the predicted interposition of God, by His mighty 
Spirit and gospel — ^it become fearfully alarming. 

We admire our magnificent lines of railway, with 
their manifold carriages, engines, and machinery — 
but of what practical value, notwithstanding their 
immense cost, would the whole of them be — if the 
iire in the furnaces were scarcely ever sufficiently 
kindled — and little or no steam-power ever gene- 
rated ? And so of churches — chapels — colleges. 
They may be beautiful — valuable — or imposing to 
behold, like the costly railway apparatus j — their pro- 
fessors or ministers may be men of ability and learning, 
and thus intellectually fitted for their important posi- 
tions; but where in any case, there is little or no 
heavenly fire in these consecrated places, kindled in 
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the hearts of their inmates — and that continually 
manifested by incessant, fervent, believing prayer-— 
and the living fruits of holiness — ^what are they all — ^but 
beautiful mausoleums — or houses of the dead ? 
And what is much of the effort put forth by such 
preachers or professors to propagate the cause of 
Christ — ^but mere intellectual or scholastic display-^-' 
mere mechanical preaching or acting— or, at best^ 
the spasmodic results of what may be termed — 
momentary spiritual galvanism ? 

Again and again, in our anatomical halls, have 
dead bodies been galvanized, and what is invariably 
the result, when the galvanic conducting rod is being 
applied to the arm — the head— or any of the limbs of 
the corpse ? They are each, in succession, marvellously 
moved with such apparently native energy: — that a 
spectator — ignorant of the power of galvanism — ^would 
be ready to imagine, with terror — that the dead man 
had suddenly become alive — for he vigorously moves 
his eyes, hands, or limbs ! But no sooner is the 
galvanic stream arrested — than down falls the moving 
head, arm, or limb — as cold and dead as ever. 

And so with multitudes at the present day, under 
exciting — merely intellectual preaching — or under the 
animating, eloquent speeches at our periodical gather- 
ings or anniversaries. To see the people from the 
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platform or pulpit, all excited and animated under the 
thrilling or eloquent perorations and appeals — one 
would be ready to imagine, with joyful hope, that it 
was a sudden renovation of Christian life. But, ah ! 
no sooner is the service or meeting over, and the 
people return to resume speedily their wonted career — 
than it soon, alas ! appears — that, to a great extent, 
all this most animated, hopeful appearance was not 
very much more (doubtless with happy exceptions) 
than the mere result of mental galvanism. The 
cold, dead soul fells down — as lifeless as ever. And 
yet, sad to tell, this artificial life — infinitely far re- 
moved from the true life and blissful, holy animation 
or apparent excitement on the day of Pentecost — 
and wherever the Spirit of God is being poured out — 
and, therefore, not for a moment to be confounded 
therewith— -goes on from year to year. And, worst of 
all — the Church of God seems to be contented with 
it — and public officers of religious institutions (it may 
be as a matter of necessity) employ this galvanism at 
public meetings, by calling forth some exciting speaker, 
when about to make the collection for any missionary or 
benevolent object — knowing too well that without 
the galvanic conducting rod being thus opportunely 
employed — there is not principle enough, or sufficient 
love to Christ — to produce a large contribution ! 
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Let it then be again and again repeated — it is not 
men of mere talent — learning — diligence — that will 
stem the flood of abounding evil, and spread abroad 
the saving knowledge of God ; but, on the contrary — 
men of Paul-like devotedness — men of prayer and of 
power with God — men who can truly say — '' The love 
of Christ constraineth me." For an experimental igno- 
rance of the gospel, and of man's privileges and cor- 
responding responsibilities under it — is fraught with 
present and eternal misery. How can it be other- 
wise? No man can hold his right position in the 
universe who does not realize in his own heart — the 
spiritual power of the gospel. He is a barrier in the 
way of God — an obstacle to His lovej suflTering eternal 
loss himself by his ignorance of it — ^and inflicting that 
loss — to the extent of his influence— on the world at 
large. 

But if he be a professed teacher of Christianity 
and yet unconverted — not personally rejoicing in the 
love of God — the injury is a thousand times increased. 
He practically stands between the sinner and the only 
discovery of God which can save his soul j frequently 
enlarging his dark shadow — by his preaching and reason- 
ings \ indirectly refusing to allow others to taste the 
sweet enjoyment of the peace and love of God, through 
the blood of the Redeemer, on account of the awful 
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feet — that he himself is experimentally ignorant of them. 
How, then, can he recommend these privileges as he 
ought ? — or, even bear with any of his hearers who are 
not ashamed to acknowledge before all— that they are 
individually rejoicing in the forgiveness of their sins, 
and in their bright hopes of immortal glory ? 



CHAPTER V. 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF EVERY CHRISTIAN FOR 
PRAYER AND HOLY EFFORT. 



" He that gathereth not with Me scattereth." 



It is or the greatest importance that it should be most 
distinctly seen — that the vital subject under con- 
sideration bears not merely on the state of the appointed 
ministry — but on the spiritual condition of every be- 
liever throughout the world. The instruments which 
God ever employed, or ever will employ, to save the 
perishing world — are not ministers by themselves — 
but ministers in strict and holy combination with the 
awakened people of God of every class — sex — and age. 
Men look to the ministry and talk of its being the 
chief power. But this is a fatal error. The ministry 
is indeed the chief executive — but by no means the 
chief power — and, as if to dispel this delusion, we 
find that in all the recent spiritual awakenings in 
Great Britain — Ireland — Sweden, and across the 
Atlantic, the names of ministers as the chief instru- 
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ments of blessing, were scarcely ever heard uttered. 
They have been chiefly private members of churches, 
animated by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Manifestly the chief power in saving souls under 
God, is thus expressed by the Apostle Paul — " Brethren,, 
pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free 
course and be glorified/' Most firmly do I believe that 
the grand source of Luther's continued power to shake 
the kingdom of Antichrist to its foundation (as he often 
^adly acknowledged), and the great secret of the ex- 
traordinary success of any distinguished labourer in 
ancient or modern times, beginning with Paul — and 
including such names as Augustine, Knox, Edwards,. 
Nettleton, Wesley, Brainerd, Whitefield — ^was the 
unknown, hidden department — of personal, believing, 
united, fervent, persevering prayer — on the part of 
multitudes, whose names were never heard of; but 
whose names — ^like his illustrious name who wrestled 
in secret with the angel — are registered on high, and 
shall be publicly honoured before an assembled 
universe for their blessed secret work. 

Thus God has chosen His whole Church — not one 
member excepted — be they ever so young, obscure, or 
weak — to unite together in holy eflfort to save perish-^ 
ing men and women. There is thus, in the God-like 
employment of saving souls, a variety of departments- 



6o THE GRAND DIVISION OF SPIRITUAL LABOUR. 

provided by our heavenly Father for all His children, 
by which each of them, in his or her own sphere, may 
assist effectually, under the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
for its accomplishment. Some of these departments 
are more private — some more public and prominent. 
But who shall dare to say that some are of greater and 
others are of less importance in the sight of Him 
who has made them all necessary ? Thus, for ex- 
ample, a man or woman with scarcely any intellectual 
ability in the world's estimation — may actually, by the 
exercise of faith and prayer — or visitation from house 
to house — tract distribution — ^gathering people who 
neglect their souls to the sanctuaries to hear the word 
of God — and contributing money according to their 
ability to help the cause of God — do more in the sight 
of the Lord to save the perishing — ^than many preachers 
of splendid talent. 

When Joshua of old was in the field fighting with 
the Amalekites — ^Moses, and Aaron, and Hur were 
on the mount lifting up holy hands — the emblem of 
importunate, persevering prayer. And it is recorded 
that when Moses held up his hands, Joshua prevailed, 
but when he took down his hands (through ex- 
haustion) Amalek prevailed. The victory was gained. 
But who gained it? Men will say — ''Joshua and 
his host who fought the battle." But was it not also 
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gained by those on the mount — though they never drew 
a sword, or handled a spear ? 

It is, indeed, high time it were loudly proclaimed 
in every corner of the Lord's vineyard, that there are 
no permitted spectators of the great work of saving 
souls; — that not^ in one form or another, to be a 
fellow-helper, is to want a decisive evidence of being on 
the Lord's side. For, exclaimed the Redeemer, " He 
that is not with Me is against Me." And then He 
presented one test of our actually being " with Him,'' 
in the following emphatic words—'' He that gathereth 
not with Me, scattereth.'* What, then, did Christ 
come into the world to gather? Most certainly-^ 
neither money — feme — nor popular favour. He came 
to gather perishing souls into His eternal fold. And 
hence, as an infinite honour to His beloved children 
of every class and degree — an honour which angels 
might covet — He calleth each of them to engage with 
Him in this glorious work. No sooner, therefore, 
did He rise from the dead, and proclaim peace to the 
agitated minds of His trembling disciples — than His 
very next words were designed to impress this great truth 
upon their minds — namely, that the grand evidence of 
having received, through His atoning blood, the un- 
speakable blessing of peace with God — is our becoming 
without delay His messengers of love to the world — 
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•even to the utmost bound of our providential sphere 
and opportunity. '' Then said Jesus to them again. 
Peace' be unto you — as my Father hath sent Me " 
(to save and gather souls) '' so send I You.^' 

The very genius of the gospel carries this great 
principle of philanthropy so clearly on its front — that 
the very apparent absence of that self-sacrificing love 
and zeal. for the conversion of souls, amongst Christian 
professors — has been not unfrequently employed by 
infidels as a cogent argument against the reality of 
the Christian religion. As a remarkable illustration 
of this, the following facts were related to me by a 
minister of the Church of England, now in Heaven, 
who was personally conversant with them : — " A 
few young men in Cambridge University, who had 
come to the knowledge of Christ, met together in 
their college apartments for the purpose of mutual 
converse and spiritual enjoyment. They had made 
no known effort for the conversion of any souls. 
It was personal benefit and comfort they specially 
sought after. One evening, when thus assembled, 
the door of the room was suddenly burst open, and 
in walked — with a freedom at that time common 
to the university — a young man — high in blood — 
talent — fortune — but who was an avowed infidel. 
Walking up, he addressed them as follows — ' I 
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have a few questions to ask you — will you answer 
them ?' ' We will,* was the reply. * Do you believe 
the Bible to be true ?* ' We do.' * Do you believe 
in an eternal heaven and in an eternal hell ?' ' We 
do.* ' Do you believe that every man who neglects 
or disbelieves the gospel, dying in that state, will go 
to hell ?* ' We most firmly do.' ' And do you believe 
that through all the ages of eternity — he shall never be 
delivered ?' * We certainly do.' Their interrogator 
paused; and while regarding them with a scowling 
look added, sternly, * And do you sit there ? do you 
really sit there ? I am an infidel, as you know ; I don't 
believe in the Bible, but, if I did— if I believed what 
you say you do — I would rush out to the street and 
lay hold of the first man I met — and earnestly beseech 
him to tell me if he were or were not a believer in 
Christ ? — if he were going to heaven or to hell ? And 
I would not let go my hold till he would promise me 
to become a Christian immediately. But you — you 
hypocrites — ^you talk of people all around you going 
down to hell — and yet you sit there at your ease — 
hypocrites !' And with these dread words he rushed 
out of the room, and left the young Christians panic 
struck. They sat silent for a little. At length one 
exclaimed — ' We have heard the words of an enemy, 
but his reproaches are true.' Immediately they planned 
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by what means they could individually bring their 
energies to bear on the salvation of men — and lost 
no time in reducing their plans to action." 

What are the mightiest discoveries of science to 
the great work of saving an immortal soul through the 
power of the Holy Spirit ? What the noblest pro- 
ductions of the arts ? What the most splendid fruits 
of genius ? — ^the greatest victory by the force of arms ? 
For that soul, with its immortal capacities for joy 
or misery, is not only saved from an ocean of merited 
wrath — and brought to an eternal ocean of blessedness — 
but who can tell its future influence on the universe ? 
Who tell its bearings on the glory of God and the 
exalted mind of the Redeemer ? Thus we see at 
once how this event — the conversion to God of a 
single soul — throws into the shade for ever all other 
works or achievements, not only on earth, but through- 
out the vast dominions of God. And let professing 
Christians selfishly and wickedly neglect that mighty 
object as they may — its eternal greatness shall be made 
manifest to all when Christ comes in the clouds of 
heaven — and the universe is gathered to the great assize. 
For " the Lord shall count, when He writeth up the 
people, that this man was born in Zion'^ — that the 
most illustrious event in human history was — that this 
or that man was born to God. 
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If, then, every Christian is individually responsible 
for promoting the cause of Christ and the salvation of 
souls according to the extent of his or her talents— 
circumstances and opportunities — some in one way 
and some in another; the question must now be 
answered — ^What is the special department of the 
minister of Christ, in relation to other more private 
labourers in the vineyard ? Most assuredly, as a rule, 
he is not called to rush single-handed between the 
living and the dead, and all alone to blow the trumpet 
of the gospel. Such is not the order of the Captain 
of our salvation. Ministers of the gospel are as 
unable to prevail alone in this dread conflict with the 
Powers of Darkness, and to take the prey from the 
hand of the mighty, as the officers of an army would 
be unable to gain the battle — unsupported by the 
soldiers. 

But he is called, with all his might, and by the help 
of God, to awaken the Christians under his charge to 
their glorious privileges and awful responsibilities. He 
is to engage them to co-operate with him^ directly 
or indirectly, in one form or another, in the great 
work — animated by the love of Christ. He is to be 
like the officers of an army in the battle-field — ^their 
leader and example. He is to address them emphati- 
cally in similar language to that of the noble patriot 

5 
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Gideon to his three hundred tried soldiers, when 
about to attack the host of the Midianites, saying — 
''Look on me — and do ye as I do. When I 
blow with a trumpet — break my pitcher, and show 
my lamp — then blow ye with your trumpets — break 
your pitchers, and let your lights meet the eye of 
the foe — exclaiming with all your might — 'The 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon.' " 

What was the result of this conjunction of trum- 
pets with the lamps after the example of their valiant 
leader ? The Lord gave the little handful of soldiers 
a magnificent victory over the mighty army of Midian. 
But all this doubtless had a far higher signification than 
merely as a wise expedient for the achievement of an 
earthly deliverance. It was also a vivid illustration of 
the only way by which God will bless His people in all 
ages, and enable them to overcome their spiritual 
foes, however numerous — and save multitudes of 
souls. 

In this view, let minister and people awake from 
sleep, and act together as one man ; let them not put 
their trust in numbers — talent— or moral machinery. 
Let each, in his place, blow the trumpet of the 
gospel — while causing the light of personal holiness to 
send forth a steady radiance to the world around. 
And who could tell the result? The same power 
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which overwhelmed the host of the Midianites with 
astonishment and fear, and gave Gideon a mighty 
victory, would awaken sinners in large numbers 
from their sleep of death, to flee from the wrath to 
come. 

But the trumpets and the lights must ever go 
together ; for neither the trumpet which proclaims the 
gospel, nor the light of personal holiness, will do 
alone. They must be combined if we would obtain the 
blessing from on high ; for while the Lord exclaims 
on the one hand, '' Let him that heareth say. Come"— 
that is, let every true believer say to the unregenerate 
to whom he may have access — ^* Come ye tcT the 
river of the water of life," He also commands on 
the other — " Let your light " (the light of practical 
holiness) "so shine before men — that they may see your 
good works^^ — your holy, consistent example — "and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven." 

Thus has the momentous truth been in some 
degree again set forth — that God has instituted an in- 
separable relation between our own personal piety and 
the salvation of others. He will not honour the instru- 
mentality of His ministers or churches, except so 
far as th^re exists a deep sympathy between their 
minds and the mind of the Redeemer. Hence He 
would not even suffer His first ministers to commence 
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their mighty work, till they themselves individually 
(after ten days of ceaseless prayer for their own souls) 
were baptized with the Holy Ghost and with fire 
from Heaven. The whole history of the cause of 
God from that day to this attests, that by the very 
essential nature of Christianity, the degree of real 
success in blessing others has ever been, and will 
ever be, measured by the labourer's own individual 
soul-prosperity and confidence in God at the throne 
of grace. 

Let not ministers or others therefore — however 
gifted — popular, or favoured by much natural adapta- 
tion for doing good, wonder — if there be no signet 
of the Holy Spirit to seal their labours — no fire from 
Heaven to consume their offered sacrifices — when 
their own souls are not enjoying the glorious liberty of 
the gospel and the light of God's countenance. 

In beholding a skilful artificer about, for example^ 
to commence his operations on a piece of wood, we 
invariably see that his attention is first eagerly and 
minutely drawn to the exact state of the tools he is 
about to employ. He takes up a chisel, but finding 
it blunt, he lays it down. He takes up another — 
examines it — and lays it down for the same reason. 
He takes up a third, and finding it sharp and ready 
for immediate use — instantly begins to employ it. 
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Can we then, imagine for a moment, that He 
who is wonderful in counsel and excellent in working- 
will eminently employ blunt — unfitted instruments — 
men who have no experimental, spiritual adaptation to 
accomplish His glorious work? No, indeed. Like the 
workman with his tools. He will at once lay such 
down in the dust of the earth, where He found 
them — and where, it may be, they delight to dwell 
among the earthly — ^and immediately look over the 
world to any church, class or order of society, for 
other instruments — and at once employ a Bunyan, the 
uneducated tinker — a Carey, the humble cobbler — or 
a Wilberforce, the eloquent statesman — who, by the 
continued exercise of feith and prayer — had, through 
grace, become "vessels of honour, sanctified, and 
meet for the Master^ s use — prepared unto every good 
work.^^ 

Who could tell the vast amount of good which 
would be effected by each of us, were we as 
thoroughly constrained by the love of Christ and 
animated by the Spirit of God as a McCheyne — a 
Fletcher of Madeley — a William Bramwell — a Hewit- 
son — a Henry Martyn — whose praise, on account of 
their seraphic spirit — their power in prayer — the 
living monuments of their holy activity, is in all the 
churches. Oh ! that the mantles of these illustrious 
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servants of God, who now rest from their labours 
and their works do follow them — might descend — oh ! 
that a double portion of their spirit might rest upon 
us all — and upon all the Christian world. Then 
would God " bless us, and all the ends of the earth 
should fear Him." Would that every Christian, and 
especially every professed minister of Christ — ^whose 
responsibility has been shown to be in the light of 
eternity, so tremendously awful — were at once and 
without ceasing to offer the ancient prayer — " O 
Lord, revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the 
midst of the years make known ; in wrath remember 
mercy." 



In the foregoing section of a larger work, about to 
be published — it will at once be seen that the Church of 
Christ has indeed come to the most momentous 
CRISIS of her history. But in the next and following 
sections of this work — the bright and glorious future 
of that Universal Church will be comprehensively 
set forth, in the clear light of Scripture, with, it is 
hoped, prayerful direction — without the exaggera- 
tions of excited imagination, or the delusive colour- 
ings of any false prophetic theory. Then it will be 
proved from the only standard of truth, and the 
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extraordinary events which have long been transpiring 
both in the political and ecclesiastical worlds, that the 
present dark and most foreboding aspect of the 
Christian Church will, in a comparatively limited 
period, be as effectually changed to glory and love- 
liness, as the earth appears changed, when, from 
comparative darkness and gloom, the sun ascends 
above the horizon, and gilds every object. 

The special aim in drawing forth, in the remaining 
parts of this treatise, a panoramic vista of the future, 
has been to concentrate, as clearly and convincingly as 
possible, all the lights of Scripture, to illustrate on the 
one hand — the Divine meaning of these richly emphatic 
words, " Glorious Things are spoken of Thee, 
O City of God ;" and on the other, to present, 
with the marvellous signs of the present era — the 
exact revealed arrangement, or true symmetry of pro- 
phetic Scripture ; so that without any confusion or 
perplexity, the Christian reader may be enabled to step 
forward in spirit, from one age to another, till he 
arrives at the confines of eternity and beholds with joy 
the consummation of all things; exclaiming with 
saints and angels bisfore the Throne, " Alleluia : 
FOR THE Lord God Omnipotent reigneth'M 
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